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(PAO) is continually looking
to improve the contents of this
magazine but it is your input that
will make the difference. Whether
you want to write an article about
a particular subject, write about
some special training you are attending or if you simply want to
send in a good picture; we need
Lt Col Lindner, Chief PAO
your help.
We can assist you throughout
the process and look forward to hearing from you; we spend a lot
of time trying to make the product you’re holding in your hands
as interesting and useful as we can and we certainly don’t want
while serving here with EUFOR and each of them should be
relevant to YOU.
We also need your feedback, good or bad – please let us
know. We want to create a product worthy of your time and attention, and in order to do this we need you to tell us what you
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to inform you, and to offer you the best, most relevant information available.
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affairs world as it gives our audiences the ability to communicate with us easily and more quickly. To facilitate this EUFOR
PAO has created a variety of social media platforms designed
video; all of which are generated and maintained by the Public
us spread the word; share and like our content, get involved, and
stay connected.
Soldiers have always been the best and most effective tellers
of their stories and we want to encourage you to get involved,
spread the word and assist us in spreading our key themes and
messages. We want every Soldier to be a part of the EUFOR
story.

(HQ EUFOR)
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Greetings EU FORUM reader!

EUFOREVENTS

Srebrenica 18th Commemoration

On 11 July 2013 Commander of EUFOR, Major
morial Centre Srebrenica- Potocari – where 18 years
ago forces attacked the UN-protected ‘safe area’ of
Srebrenica, and subsequently
committed genocide by killing
around 8,000 people and forcwomen, children and elderly
people.
All

senior

representatives
-

cluding the High Representative
resentative Peter SØRENSEN,
and Commander NATO HQ
Merle D. Hart.
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Also paying their respects were thousands of
people who had travelled to the memorial on foot,
on bicycles, motorbikes and bus for the burial of 409
victims of the genocide. The organizers’ goal was to
keep alive the memory of the
Srebrenica genocide.
Thousands of participants
who headed to the memorial
on foot were taking part in an
80-kilometre Peace March
along a route from Nezuk to
Potocari, one of the routes by
which dozens of men managed to escape the massacre
in 1995. Every participant’s
aim was to show solidarity
and pay a humble tribute to

in this country irrespective of
their ethnicity, religion or
EUSR Peter SØRENSEN and COM EUFOR gender and also not to forget
Major General Dieter HEIDECKER
the crimes committed.

EUFOREVENTS

Planning for Quick Response 2

Members of EUFOR and AFBiH attending the IPC

cise “Quick Response 2” took place in EUFOR HQ,
covered the planning and preparation of the second
-

Peace Support Operations.
The conference provided a good opportunity to re-

which are to involve integration and combined trainand developed ideas for the combined training parconsisted of representatives from the HQ EUFOR,
the
Multinational
and members from
the Troop Contributing Nations (TCNs)
Austria and Slovakia. This session
focused on the EUFOR
Operational
termediate Reserve

ty is used effectively.
the many ways that
EUFOR continues to
demonstrate its commitment to assisting

and Training.
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Marching in the colour of the MNBN

Multinational Battalion
Medal Parade
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H-COY – Hungry for the Mission

EUFOR COS Brigadier General József SZPISJÁK inspecting the new Hungarian Company

Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7

run from 2-13 September 2013.
Quick Response is where EUFOR practices its ability to rapidly integrate and dethe Safe and Secure Environment is maintained.
The main effort for EUFOR remains unchanged; to conduct EU-led operations in
gic direction of the Political and Security
Committee (PSC) under the authority of
the Council of the European Union, and in
line with its mandate, in order to support
in parallel conduct capacity-building of the
to the stability of the state.
Welcome to EUFOR!

Multinational Battalion
troop rotation at EUFOR
On 16 Jul 13, the current Austrian troops held at readiplaced by a new contingent of Hungarian soldiers.
cord and reviewed on an annual basis (currently UN Security Council Resolution 2074), EUFOR holds a mandate
to ensure that the Safe and Secure Environment (SASE) is

consists of one Motorized Company from either Austria or
Hungary (on a rotational basis) and one Motorized Company from Turkey. The Austrian and Hungarian troops are
deployed on a rotational system which replaces each other
every 12 months.
The handover between Companies was conducted during a ceremony presided over by the EUFOR Chief of
parting Austrian infantry Company to the newly arrived
Hungarian infantry Company.

mission and have been replaced by the incoming troops. At
cers of the Hungarian Armed Forces that have served in the

their professionalism and dedication and took the opportunity to award to those soldiers who could not make it to
the last medal parade with the European Union Defence and
Security Policy Medal.

months. He applauded them for carrying out their duties in
very dedicated and professional manner.
-

The new EUFOR force structure, which is augmented

8

ACTIVITIES
Lt Col Alfred STEINGRESZ inspecting the MNBN

with ample opportunities to train
alongside EUFOR reinforcements.
from the Hungarian Defense Force
and a Company from the United
participate in the two-week insponse”.

when two Companies from Austria
and Slovakia will reinforce EU-

FOR. Companies held at readiness
serve are normally stationed out-

pacity-building and training of the

Quick Response practices the
ability of EUFOR to rapidly inte-

are meeting international standards.

the perfect platform to enable this

During a separate phase of the

ceremony by praising the soldier’s high professional standards
and stated that they “have passed

international forces in order to improve their interoperability. One
of EUFORs main efforts is in ca-

wished the members of the Austrian Company well and a safe trip
home.
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Making a difference – EUFOR LOT Brcko
donates ‘Zimmer’ frames
On 16 July 2013 members

5 Zimmer frames to the local Red
temporary and permanent mobility
issues.
presence of local media, in front of
District, members of the EUFOR
ing frames or “Zimmer” frames
Lieutenant Sebastian ECKLER being interviewed

with mobility problems, a Zimmer
frame can mean the difference between being stuck at home and enjoying an independent life. The donation was made possible thanks
to organize the frames and trans-

quire these walking aids from

to obtain the Zimmer frames and

handing the frames over to the Red
Cross would ensure the best use of
that they would be much needed in
the local community.
also previously worked with EU-

of supporting vulnerable people.
The system the Red Cross uses
is to hand out the equipment on
long-term loan for as long as they
are needed and then pass them on
to somebody else when they being long-term loans of essential
equipment the Red Cross are able
to help dozens of vulnerable people every year.
This important initiative will
prove vital for those it helps,
whether they have a temporary or
a permanent disability or illness,
standard of living. The entire team
sisted with the project and are very
pleased to have brought it to this
happy and successful conclusion.
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Austrian MOD provide ammunition
stability testing equipment to AF BiH

Members of the Af BiH inspecting donated equipment

tween their Armed Forces.
-

-

sustaining safe ammunition handling process. The
personnel to determine the stability of the chemicals
and stabilizers within live ammunition and will enable
users to decide how long they can be safely stored for.

(MTTs) from EUFOR as part of its mission to provide

is the end of my time as the Austrian Military Attaché.

This Swiss lead MTT consists of personnel from
3 nations: Switzerland, Austria and Sweden. This
tion’, ‘ammunition storage’ and ‘advanced training’
modules developed by the Austrian Armed Forces

initiatives such as this as it is very important for the

equipment.

our to hand over this equipment to the Armed Forces

Colonel Fahrudin said that he was honoured to

where both he and General Rotter stated their mutual
appreciation and the importance of cooperation be-

your cooperation and the help of the Austrian Army in
eration will continue into the future.”
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Good cooperation between
EUFOR and PSOTC continues

which is to conduct EU-led opStaff Headquarters EUFOR, paid a
visit to the Peace Support Operations Training Centre (PSOTC) of
The centre was established in
May 2003 based on a proposal

at the end of 2012. General Szmander of the training center,

regarding the mission and goals of
the present activities, past achievements and future developments.
The PSOTC is located inside

and well equipped training centre
with spacious syndicate rooms, a
lecture hall, a modern library and
a conference room. The mission of
the PSOTC is to deliver training
and education which would be recship for Peace (PfP) community,
integration processes.
The PSOTC already has produced a multitude of graduates
who have shown the capability to
undertake a wide range of staff
disciplines and responsibilities in
multinational PSO and humanitarian operations in NATO led missions.

Common goals
his host about EUFOR’s mission,
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control and strategic direction of
the Political and Security Committee (PSC) and the authority of the
Council of the European Union,
and in line with its mandate in order to monitor and ensure continued compliance with GFAP and to
contribute to the Safe and Secure
Environment (SASE).

robust and self-sustainable training

to provide capability-orientated
and trained personnel in line with
international standards, able to

Due to these quite similar
goals, the cooperation between
EUFOR and the PSOTC alrecently EUFOR trainers were
invited to lecture students who
-

ACTIVITIES

Project Explode!

participate in Peace Support
Operations (PSO).

nance and remnants
destruction
project
was launched on 27
June in Doboj. The
project will be impletwo years and cost the

During the course participants prepared assignments on

million Euros.
with the Ministry of Mr. Holger Schroeder and Brigadier General Merle
Hart receive a brief on the ‘Explode’ project.

Peace Support Operations
(PSO) in accordance with UN
and NATO standards. At the
-

and Herzegovina,
and the United Nations Development Programme, as well as the
Union will help to destroy some of
the enormous quantity of military

part of the course curriculum.
tonnes. The Chief Operations of the

Train the trainers
FOR for their support to the
sire for maintaining the good
congratulated

Colonel

Jas-

PSOTC has grown into an internationally recognized Training Center which enables the
standard and thus make a great
contribution to international
peace and security. EUFOR reand its Armed Forces on their
path to Euro-Atlantic integration and will continue provid-

Schroeder said that the EU has contributed with more than 8 million
Euros to the improved safety and

result in a reduction of unstable and
surplus ammunition by an estimated
6,000 tonnes. The ammunition will
be destroyed in a controlled manner,
with full respect for the environment
and safety standards.”

munity who have already supported

emphasized that the OSCE will continue to work in partnership with the
UNDP on improving the safety at
ammunition storage sites, which will
es personnel working there, the local
population in the vicinity, and the
environment from the destructive efThe UNDP Representative, Mrs
curity is one of the key areas of UNDP’s work and with this new Project
the UNDP will help to prevent loss
of lives or infrastructure damage that
tion could cause.
Among the numerous guests
who attended the Ceremony marking the launch of the Project, was
the newly appointed Commander
Merle Hart. Also attending was the
Commander of EUFOR, Major Gen-

the EU, OSCE, UNDP, and EUFOR
in creating a safe environment for
zegovina.

-

Acting Head of the OSCE Mis-

-
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Austrian Peace
Academy students
visit Camp Butmir

Serbia, the group had traveled via Skopje to Pristina

identity.

A group of students from the Austrian Academy for
Peace and Security in
Europe paid a visit to
EUFOR Headquar-

the delegation travelled to Albania,
followed by Mon-

2013. They received
political and military

COM EUFOR, Major General Dieter Heidecker addressed the group, and praised their efforts in gaining
part of Europe.
The group of students were visiting Croatia, Serbia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
zegovina during their trip. They aim to get a familiarity with the root causes and circumstances of regional

a visit to the area
where 99 years ago,
on 28 June 1914,
Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria,
heir presumptive to the Austro-Hungarian throne,
and his wife, Sophie, Duchess of Hohenberg, were
shot dead by Gavrilo Princip. Austria-Hungary subsequently issued an ultimatum against Serbia, which
was partially rejected and Austria declared war. This
Apart from visiting historical places, the particilenges facing a society attempting to heal the wounds
left by recent wars.

They subsequently intend to raise these issues to
in order to promote better integration of migrants
from the countries of the former Yugoslavia.

of the visit to the region was to enhance public understanding of why military and other assets are de-

former Chief Joint Military Affairs of HQ EUFOR

post-socialist transformation isn’t an easy task.

profound knowledge of the security aspect, not only

been given the chance to learn more about the historislavia, the reasons for the breakup and other valuable
information that enables them to better understand the

Europe. The focus of this journey was predominantly

and the transition from socialism that all eventually

Members of the Academy for Peace and Security
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Chilean Army
General visits
EUFOR
The visiting Head of the ChilRíos, inspected the Chilean Army

command of the European Union’s
EUFOR Althea peace support operation.
During his visit on 25 June
2013 General Rios also met with
the Force Commander (COM
EUFOR), Major General Dieter
Heidecker, who gave a very positive evaluation of both the work
done by the Chilean soldiers serving in Headquarters EUFOR and

situational awareness through the
spread across the country and actively interact with local communities.

is considered calm and stable and
that EUFOR has never been asked

can country contributing forces to
this mission, with more than 400
Army men and women serving
since 2003. The Chilean Armed
Forces have also participated in
several other peace support operations around the globe includ-

Lieutenant General Hernán MARDONES RIOS

Middle East. The Chilean Army’s
presence and participation in the
EUFOR has varied in accordance
with the evolving situation in the
country and in EUFOR’s developing role.
Chilean personnel have increased their presence in recent
months and are currently involved
with training doctrine, standardising documentation, maintenance,
roles they continue to demonstrate
the highest levels of professionalism.

together in a stable, viable, peaceful, democratic and multi-ethnic
nation.
despite recent reductions in troop
strength, EUFOR still maintains
ties with both in-country and reserve forces should they be needed.
already present, EUFOR is able to
draw on reserve forces, if required,
to augment its capacity and to deal
with any military contingencies
that arise.

The Force Commander thanked
dones Ríos for his country’s continuing support and contribution to
the Operation Althea Mission and
applauded the high professional
standard of the Chilean members
currently serving with EUFOR.

From 2–12 September 2013
EUFOR will again demonstrate

COM EUFOR also briefed the
General on the security situation

international troops and increase
their skills in peace support operations.

forts to maintain the Safe and Secure Environment in order to help

EUFOR is also very active in

vide an opportunity for the Armed

Training and provides specialist
Continued on page 18
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Continued from page 17

addition, EUFOR is also working with other EU and inprehensive approach across all aspects of EUFOR’s mission.

Slovenian Defence
Minister visits EUFOR
On 03 July 2013 Major General Dieter
Heidecker welcomed Slovenian Defence Minis-

COM EUFOR also raised the issue of land mines
and the danger they represent.

(EUFOR) and the Minister discussed Slovenia’s
contribution to EUFOR’s military tasks, regiongagement in relation to the region.
-

strengthen bilateral and regional cooperation.
According to the Minister, the securing of a safe

EUFOR has concentrated on educating the youth
throughout the country. EUFOR is also providing trainWith regards to the problem of surplus arms and am-

the collection and disposal of legacy weapons and munitions and EUFOR is assisting by monitoring and advis-

Herzegovina could become a direct risk to human secu-

and limits their availability for essential training. The dea transparent programme to dispose of the surplus ammunition and weapons and they introduce a sustainable
ammunition and weapons life-cycle management system.
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wants to get acquainted with the defence and
military system situation in both countries and
with progress regarding their Euro-Atlantic integration process.
about the Comprehensive Regional Meeting of
meeting will focus on rationalising joint efforts
al projects and initiatives in defence and security and participation of 20 ministers and high
representatives of regional and international
organisations, including NATO, OSCE and the
Major General Dieter Heidecker thanked the
Minister for the long-lasting support to the EUFOR mission by Slovenia and the outstanding
contribution of the members of the Slovenian
THEA.
General Heidecker furthermore briefed his
guest regarding the tasks and challenges of the

reserve forces if required to augment in-theatre forces and to deal
with any military contingency that
arises.

Major General Dieter HEIDECKER

mission, highlighting the fact that
EUFOR is committed to continue
Training to the Armed Forces of
on the reduction of surplus ammunition and weapons stocks within
ority. A failure to do so is wasting
resources and hampering the dealso be a direct threat to the Safe
And Secure Environment.
EUFOR Althea continues to
Training Programme. EUFOR Althea works in partnership with the
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and
Community (i.e. UNDP) in order
authorities solve the problem of
surplus ammunition and weapons.
The governance and overall
control of arms depots and weap-

with the competent authorities of
Althea remains available to assist,
both the Ministry of Defence and
zegovina with technical advice,
within means and capabilities.
Another topic that was discussed was the issue of land mines,
which remain a terrible legacy of
the war. Under the Dayton Peace

responsibility. The situation in the
country continues to be very serious and EUFOR works hard in contion Centre) to raise awareness of
mines and their dangers. EUFOR
is concentrating on educating the
sands of young people throughout
the country through mine awareness information campaigns.
Regarding military training activities, General Heidecker pointed
out that EUFOR is conducting reg-

EUFOR regularly rehearses
this kind of reinforcement by the
so-called Over The Horizon Forces (OTHF) that consist of multinational, professional forces with a
wide range of military capabilities.
al will be from 02 to 13 September,
when EUFOR will be reinforced by
troops from Austria and Slovakia.
FOR was conducting in May 2013
and will also provide the chance
ment Agencies to participate in a
separate combined training activity, specially arranged to further
enhance the ability to work in a
multinational peace support operations environment.
tunity to meet members of the Slovenian Armed Forces participating
and Herzegovina and also held
talks with the Commander of the
NATO Headquarters in Sarajevo,
The Minister also met with the

-

-
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ular joint training activities togeth-

